American Mediation

mediation as soon as possible, probably between now and the
New Year. He makes it a condition, however, that until then,
mediation should be spoken and written of as little as possible,
and further, that we should conduct the submarine war strictly
according to our promises and not allow any fresh controversies
to arise.
" Wilson's reasons for the above conditions are as follows :
He believes that he can only resort to mediation provided that
public opinion over here remains as favourable to us as it has
been during the last few months. On this account he deplores
the so-called Belgian deportations. Any new submarine con-
troversy would again affect public feeling adversely for us,
whereas if this question can be eliminated the tension with
regard to England will increase. The British reply on the
subject of the black lists and the English Press utterances on
Wilson's election have created a bad impression in Government
circles over here. The submarine question, however, will always
divert this resentment against us again.
" Wilson still hesitates to intervene because the State Depart-
ment expects a refusal on the part of our enemies, while House
urges it strongly and is very hopeful. I have, according to
instructions, encouraged him as much as possible, by telling
him that, in my opinion, our enemies would be quite unable
to refuse to enter into negotiations, and that is all that Wilson
has in view. House seemed very much impressed when I re-
minded him how, throughout the whole war, the English Govern-
ment had tried by lying and diplomatic trickery to bring public
opinion on to their side. This house of cards, built on lies and
deception, would immediately collapse if our enemies were now
to refuse negotiations and thus would have to admit openly their
desire for conquest. I am rather afraid that England may
make a pretence of entering into negotiations and then try
to put us in the wrong.
" I chose this line of argument because Wilson fears above
all things the humiliation of a refusal- If it does come to nego-
tiations, even unsuccessful, Wilson will have scored a great
success. Whether the negotiations will lead to a definite res-alt
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